Walking on Water

Three clergymen---an English priest, an Irish priest and a Scots minister—were attending a conference in Scotland for church unity. At the end of the conference they decided to go for a day’s fishing in the nearby loch. Having hired a boat they set off and anchored a little way from the shore. They were having good luck with the fishing when suddenly the line of the Scots minister was fouled and, having no more of that particular tackle available, he decided to go ashore to get some more. Going down on his knees in the bow of the boat, he prayed very earnestly and then, stepping over the side of the boat, he walked across the surface of the water to the shore.  He then returned to the boat in like manner.

A little later the English priest had need to go ashore and he also knelt down and prayed and then stepped over the side of the boat and walked over the water, returning in due course.

Presently, it was found that their supplies were running short.

So, the first two clergymen looked at the Irish priest who said he would go ashore and bring back replenishments.

He also knelt and prayed and then stepped over the side of the boat as his companions had done previously.

But he went right down in the water, in fact right up to his neck. The other two clergymen watched him sink and then one said to the other:

“Perhaps for the sake of Christian Unity we should have pointed out where the stepping stones were!”

